Dear Brethren,											2/6/08

Our warmest greetings to you in the grace and love of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We hope and pray all is well with you in Christ.

Another New Year’s has past here in the Bronx.  As always, it came in with a bang, literally.  There were 5 shootings and one stabbing.  Two people were killed.  As usual, 2 of the shooting victims were children, this time 2 girls, ages 3 & 11 years old.  Each was not the intended target of the bullets which wounded them.  I suppose this New Years was a little safer for us personally, as none of these shootings occurred right in front of our house like last New Year’s.  We didn’t have to fear our children being shot through the wall as they slept and we didn’t have to replace any tires which had been shot flat.  I still have the slug from one or our tires.  We did have another windshield broken.  We have much to be thankful for.  Actually, after last year’s shooting both Valerie and myself were interviewed on TV by the local Bronx news station.  And incidentally, some months earlier the same station did a small news story on the conversion of the abandoned synagogue into a local church.  Please continue to pray for the people of the Bronx to turn to Christ and be saved, and please pray for the 2 little girls who were wounded.

The building project has been making steady progress.  Working on the interior of the building, our three missionary builders, Ted Lozier, Shawn Genung & Mike Carr are busy putting down plywood, framing walls, putting in stairs, studding exterior walls, etc.  There is a great deal of work to yet be completed.  Our progress has been slowed by the plumber who has been hired.  He has just not kept his word and rarely shows up.  His lack of diligence has set the project back at least another month.  The basement floor can’t be poured nor can the basement walls be studded nor can much go forward until the plumbing is done and inspected.  Please pray with us for the resolution and completion of the plumbing soon.  We are so very thankful for any and all who have come to help.  Thank you for being a blessing.  To be perfectly honest, we had hoped for a little more actual physical help, but it has not been the Lord’s will.  Our builders are working as hard as they can, but it is a big job for only 3 men.  Please pray the Lord will move in the hearts of some who can come and help a little bit more.  The end of this project is coming.  Possibly by late summer or early fall.  The Lord has certainly continued to bless the project through the sacrificial giving of his saints.  Gifts have continued to pour in to help us finish this important building project with the hope and trust that this church will be used by God to reach many lost and hurting souls here in the South Bronx.

We are now within $70,000 of having the needed funds to complete this project.  Thank you to all who have and continue to support this work.  Please keep the need for these remaining funds in prayer.

Please pray for the 3 missionary builder families who are here in the Bronx.  Living here and being part of our church and ministry, while being a blessing, has not been easy for them.  They have been and are being stretched.  Despite the continued wrong belief that it is the same here as everywhere else – it is not the same.  The inner city ghetto of the South Bronx is a most difficult, discouraging and spiritually dark place, more so than most any other in the entire country.  The atmosphere, attitude and spiritual brokenness of the people and the area cannot be described in words – and are difficult to comprehend.  Our builders are only now beginning to understand.  Please keep them in prayer.

Ministry – The work of the ministry here continues to press forward.  We continued to share the good news and love of Christ with many.  There have been and continue to be many ups and downs.  In a ghetto area such as this, there are always a large number of transitional people coming and going.  We do get to touch a lot of lives.  It has nearly been 4 years since our eviction from our previous storefront, and the rental of our tiny current storefront.  We never thought we would be in this place for 4 years, neither did many others.  As time marched forward, we have seen all but 4 of our congregation from the old neighborhood stop coming to the new location.  It has been a difficult time.  The Lord has brought in some new folks, as we have shared, along the way – currently, even though we are going through the cold and slow winter months, the Lord has seen fit to increase our attendance significantly and we are grateful.  Christmas service (usually poorly attended here in the ghetto) was packed, as have been many of our services of late.

Some folks we have been working with and praying for a long time, have finally decided to serve the Lord.  Also, a family from Togo has started to attend.  It is nice to have them.  Please pray for Francis and his wife Idda and their sons, Xavier and Godman & daughter Bright.  They are of a different spiritual condition that the native Bronxites and we are thankful to have them.  

Please continue to pray for Sam & Jen Lake, as they continue to raise the support they need to come to the Bronx and help us in the work here.  They plan to move from Michigan to upstate New York in May as they continue their deputation.

Finally, Brethren, please remember to keep us and this ministry and building project before the Lord in prayer.  Especially as we approach the long awaited end of this building project.  It certainly has been a long and difficult journey.  Let us praise the Lord, as the victory is His. 







 
