Dearest Brethren,                                                                                             6/1/08

Greetings again in the Glorious Name if Jesus Christ our Lord.  We hope and pray all is well in the Lord.

As we persevere in our service to the Lord here in the inner city ghetto of the South Bronx, we ask that you would pray with us as we find ourselves in three crisis situations, and are badly in need of the Lord’s help.

1 – Church Crisis – We signed a new lease this year on the tiny storefront we rent to meet for church - $2,050 a month for rent.  That means another outlay of $25,000 to continue meeting this year – money which we don’t have coming in from our small congregation……… And now our insurance company has dropped us – a new insurance company picked us up at double the price, $1,800 a year – however they are planning to drop us at the end of the month unless our meeting place passes inspection – which seems unlikely.  Our landlord plans to hold us to our lease – meaning we must continue to pay them – yet we will not legally be permitted to meet there without the necessary insurance – much prayer is needed……. Naya is struggling with her attendance.  She needs much prayer for decisions she must make.  Rose is doing spiritually well, however she is having a health crisis and will undergo surgery at the end of the month…… Please pray for Arnetha, who has had her struggles and hasn’t been attending church anymore…… A few of us have been witnessing to Sunita who works at the 99 cent store.  She is planning on attending our church, but hasn’t yet.  Sunita has 4 children and I joyfully shared how her toddlers could attend Valerie’s class, while her other children could attend children’s church, which CBM builder Jenell Lozier was teaching.  Sunita has not come yet, and now Jenell no longer teaches the older kids…… We are thankful for her effort.  The difficulties of teaching the children or our area was beginning to wear Jenell out…… Now, all the children are with Valerie in our tiny nursery room.  It is a pretty rough situation and rough on Val…… What will happen now when Sunita comes?  Would you please pray with us about our many ministry crisis situations.

2 – Family Crisis – As you are aware, Val and I have been struggling with our 7 year old son Joshua, who is autistic.  It has been almost 3 years since Josh has been in school or received the services that he is entitled to, and the situation has reached crisis mode.  After going through the system, getting evaluations and an updated IEP, the Board of Education sent us a letter stating that they are not able to find an appropriate placement for Josh and that we would be allowed to search for a private school for Josh.  We have applied to a number of private schools and we have yet to be accepted by any of them and the letter expires in June.  Please pray that the Lord would provide the place where He wants Josh to be…….  Shakinah will be 6 at the end of June and Josiah turned 4 in April.  They are doing well.  Shakinah is doing great in her Kindergarten class.  She loves her class and her teacher.  Josiah will be attending Pre-K in the fall, hopefully at the same school that Shakinah attends.  Princess, Jabez and Duke are alright, but getting older.  Duke has some tumors growing.  He is a very old dog.  We are praying that he does not have cancer.

One more request…. For our kids.  Some years ago we were overwhelmed by the response to Josh’s need for matchbox cars.  The love of Christ shown by so many of you blew us away….. Josh, Shakinah and Josiah now love modeling clay – Josh especially loves green, red, yellow, blue, black and white.  If the Lord moves your heart to help us, the kids would be so happy.  Thank you so much…… for your love, prayers, support and compassion.

3 – Building Project Crisis – things are moving forward rapidly as the Loziers, Genungs and Carrs have been laboring tirelessly for the Lord.  In fact, things have moved forward so rapidly, that now we are in danger of running out of money before the project is completed.  This is the first time we have faced this situation since we purchased the building.  As the project has taken some time, our economy has worsened, cost have increased and despite continued and generous gifts toward the work – we still find ourselves $70,000 short of being able to finish the project.  I have taken an axe to the budget and cut everything we could, put off till later some other things, yet we are still short.  It appears the project, Lord willing, if funds come in may be finished in about 6 months…… Would you please pray with us for the Lord’s provision, keeping the builders safe and supplied.  They will not be able to stay here and wait any longer.

The above crisis situations as well as our desire to see souls saved here once again moved me to call for a time of fasting and prayer, to beseech the Lord for help and salvation for those who are perishing……. Would you please consider fasting and praying with us?  We are trying for one day – no food, only water.  It’s though when you are taking multiple medications so please consult your physician and Pastor – perhaps you can try a fast of some sort – skip breakfast, and/or lunch – etc. or even something smaller like giving up your Twinkies for the day and praying instead…….  Please fast with us any day you choose within 30 days after receiving this letter……. Perhaps we can continually be before the Lord in fasting and prayer for the next month – thank you so very much.

Thank you also for the many gifts and cards and letters we have received and for so many who have sacrificially come to work on the building…….. Please, please forgive us for having fallen so badly behind in our correspondence…… especially the wonderful students at Adirondack Christian Academy.

Also, please keep Sam and Jen and their daughter Emily in prayer as they continue on deputation to raise their support to come and help us reach the lost and hurting souls here in the South Bronx.  We really need their help.

As we head into summer our schedule really gets busier, with group after group coming in to help with the building project and summer evangelistic outreach and then our Biennial BMM conference in Iowa- which turns into a 15 day road trip as we visit churches along the way out and back from the conference….. we are trying to keep up with everything.

Persevering in His Service, And His Love,
Marty, Val, Josh & Josiah
The Silverbergs
